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INTRODUCTION.

The Prayaschittaprakarana, or Prayaschitta-nirlipana as
it is called in some manuscripts (see Aufrecht’s Cotalogus,
part I, p. 863), is now published for the first time. Hither-
to it was known only from a few catalogues of manuseripts e. g.
Haraprasad Sastri’s Notices, Vol. I, p. 237 and principally
from an article by Monomohan Chakravarti, entitled
“Bhatta Bhavadeva of Bengal,” published in the Journal
of the Asiatic Society of Bengal, 1912, pp. 333-48. Bhavadeva,
the author of this book was a Brahman of the Savarma gotra,
and belonged to the village of Siddhala in Radha. He
became the minister of king Harivarman of Bengal, who

" flourished about the last quarter of the 1lth. or the first
‘quarter of the 12th.century A. D. and issued a copper-

plate grant from Vikramapura in East Bengal.  The
famous temple of Anantavasudeva at Bhuvanesvara in Orissa
testifies to the religious ardour of Bhavadeva. An inscribed
stone slab, recording the construction of this edifice by him
and giving a glorious account of his manifold activities,
may even now be seen built into the inner face of the
western compound wall of the temple. The inscription was
edited by Professor Kielhorn in the Epigraphia Indica, Vol.
VI, pp. 203-7. It has been recently re-edited by me ‘with
an English translation and a facsimile and is being published
by the Varendra Research Society in Inscriptions of
Bengal, Vol. III, pp. 25-41. The remarkable -career
of Bhavadeva is well depicted in this prasasti composed
by his friend, the poet Vachaspati. He appears to have been
not only a statesman but also a great scholar and writer, He
wrote on the Mimamsa philosophy following the line of

. Kumarila Bhatta and also on Astronomy, AStrongy' and'

Smriti. He was indeed regarded? says his panegyrist, as a :
“second Varahamihira®. The appellation by ~which he was

L]
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universally known was ‘Ba,lavalabhxbhu;;anga’ > The inscrip-
tion gives the following genealogy :

: Bhavadeva
(received land grant from a king of Gauda)

Rathanga

Atyanga (Sphurita)
|

Budha

_
Adideva + Devaki
(minister of a king of Vanga)

Govardhana + Sangoka.

|
BHAVADEVA
(minister of king Harivarman)

None of Bhavadeva’s works on Astrononiy or Astrology
has survived. On Mimamsa we have a fragment of his
Tautatitamatatilaka (a gloss on Kumarila’s Tantravarttika)
and on Smriti, his Karmanushthanapaddhati, a code of
Brahmanical rites, which is recognised and followed even to
this day in Bengal. The opening verse of the latter
is :— Chaturvadana-sadmastha-chaturveda-kutumbine dvij-
anushtheya-satkarmma-sakshine ~ Brahmane namah. This
verse also occurs at the beginning of a work called the
Dattakatilaka of which there is a manuscript in the Varendra
Research Society’s collection. The second verse in this
manuscrlpt aseribes  the. authorship of the book to
Bhavadeva :—Vyavaharasya tilake dattakadeh prasangatah
,knya.te Bhavadevena tilako dattakasya cha. On the strength

of these two couplets, the editor of the present work, Pandit .
. Girisa Chandra Vedantatirtha, infers (see his Bhumika) that

both the treatises are from the pen of the great Bhayadeva,

) mmlster of Harivarman. But 1nternal evidencesis against thlg




( 3)
inference. The author of the Dattakatilaka quotes the Smriti
works Ratnakara and Kalpataru (Ratnakara :—Kalpataru-
prabhritibhir-uktam ete.) i e. the Krityaratnakara or
Vivadaratnakara of Chandesvara Thakkura (1814 A. D)
and the Xrityakalpataru of Lakshmidhara, minister of
the Gahadavala king Govindachandra (1114 A. D.). So this
Bhavadeva could not possibly have flourished before the 14th.
century and must be different from the author of the

Prayaschitta-prakarana.

The work treats of the atonements or expiatory rites a
Hindu has to perform if he commits a sin and wants to be
restored to society. The different topics discussed by the
author are indicated in the Contents.

The text is collated with the help of two Mss. referred
to as Ka and Kho. Ms. Ko comes from the house of Pandit
Navakisora Tarkachudamani of the village of Katihali in' the -
District of Mymensingh and is evidently the same as that
described in H. P. Sastri’s Notices of Sanskrit Manuscripts,
Vol. I, pp. 237-38 (No. 240). Ms. Kha belongs to Pandit
JVamanadasa Vidyaratna, of the village of Rajdiya in the
District of Dacea.

Rajshaki, the 31st March, 1927.  N. G. Majumdar.
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